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OLR Bill Analysis 
sHB 5536  
 
AN ACT CONCERNING CONTINUING EDUCATION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PSYCHOLOGISTS.  
 
SUMMARY: 

This bill generally requires licensed psychologists to complete at 
least 10 hours of continuing education (CE) during each one-year 
license registration period. The requirement applies to registration 
periods beginning on and after October 1, 2014.  A licensee applying 
for his or her first renewal is exempt from this requirement. 

The bill specifies what activities qualify for psychologists’ CE and 
sets related recordkeeping requirements.  It allows the Department of 
Public Health (DPH) commissioner to grant extensions or waivers for 
medical reasons.  It also allows her to grant waivers for licensees who 
are not actively practicing. 

It requires someone whose license became void due to failure to 
timely renew it to submit evidence documenting successful completion 
of five hours of CE within the year preceding his or her application for 
reinstatement. 

Finally, the bill provides that a licensee who fails to comply with the 
CE requirement may be subject to DPH disciplinary action, such as 
license revocation or suspension, censure, letter of reprimand, 
probation, or a civil penalty. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 2014 

CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR PSYCHOLOGISTS 
Qualifying Activities 

Under the bill, qualifying CE for psychologists must be related to 
the practice of psychology. The CE must include courses, seminars, 
workshops, conferences, and postdoctoral institutes offered or 



2014HB-05536-R000448-BA.DOC 

 
Researcher: JO Page 2 4/8/14
 

approved by:  

1. the American Psychological Association;  

2. a regionally accredited higher education institution graduate 
program;  

3. a state or regional psychological association;  

4. a postdoctoral training center;  

5. a nationally recognized CE seminar provider; or  

6. a professionally or scientifically recognized behavioral science 
organization.  

The bill defines a CE unit as 50 to 60 minutes of participation in 
accredited continuing professional education. It specifies that no more 
than five CE units, presumably per registration cycle, may be 
completed through: 

1. online, distance learning, or home study or  

2. presenting an original paper, essay, or research-based poster, 
presenting a formal lecture at a professional conference, or 
participating in a panel presentation before a group of 
psychology professionals. 

If a psychologist has earned a diplomate (board certification) from 
the American Board of Professional Psychology or American Board of 
Psychological Hypnosis during the registration period, he or she may 
substitute credits earned from this activity for that period’s CE 
requirements.   

The bill allows psychologists who hold a professional educator 
certificate as a school psychologist or counseling psychologist to 
substitute professional development activities set forth in the 
education statutes for those described in the bill. 

It also allows the commissioner to accept CE activities that the 
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licensee completed in another state or country.  

Recordkeeping 
The bill requires licensees to obtain certificates of completion  from 

the CE provider  for all CE activities they complete.  Licensees must 
keep them for at least three years after the corresponding license 
renewal, and submit them to DPH upon request.   

Waivers or Extensions 
The bill allows the DPH commissioner to grant a waiver or an 

extension of time for a licensee who has a medical disability or illness. 
A licensee seeking a waiver or extension must submit to DPH (1) an 
application, on a form the commissioner prescribes; (2) a licensed 
physician’s certification of the disability or illness; and (3) any other 
documentation DPH may require.  

The bill allows the commissioner to grant such a waiver or 
extension for up to one registration period. She can grant additional 
waivers or extensions if the disability or illness continues beyond this 
period and the licensee reapplies to DPH. 

The commissioner can also grant a waiver from the CE 
requirements to a licensee who is not engaged in any form of active 
professional practice during the registration period.  To apply for this 
waiver, the licensee must submit a notarized application to DPH, on a 
form the commissioner prescribes, before the end of the registration 
period.  

The bill prohibits a licensee granted a waiver (for either reason) 
from resuming professional practice unless he or she meets the bill’s 
CE requirements. Anyone granted a waiver must also complete five 
hours of CE within the first six months of his or her return to active 
practice.  

COMMITTEE ACTION 
Public Health Committee 

Joint Favorable Substitute 
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Yea 26 Nay 0 (03/21/2014) 
 


